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Testimony	  for	  Public	  Hearing	  on	  S.B.	  946	  AN	  ACT	  CONCERNING	  REVENUE	  ITEMS	  TO	  
IMPLEMENT	  THE	  GOVERNOR'S	  BUDGET	  
	  
Dear	  Members	  of	  the	  Finance,	  Revenue,	  and	  Bond	  Committee,	  
You	  may	  have	  noticed	  something	  about	  the	  farmers	  that	  have	  come	  to	  testify	  here	  today	  on	  SB	  
946	  and	  the	  Dairy	  Sustainability	  Program,	  they	  do	  not	  refer	  to	  the	  number	  of	  years	  that	  they	  
have	  been	  in	  business	  but	  instead	  the	  number	  of	  generations.	  As	  I	  drafted	  this	  letter	  to	  you,	  my	  
first	  line	  is	  and	  will	  hopefully	  always	  be;	  I	  am	  3rd	  generation	  on	  my	  family’s	  dairy	  farm	  in	  East	  
Canaan,	  CT.	  	  
	  
Six	  years	  ago,	  I	  was	  here	  testifying	  in	  favor	  of	  the	  adoption	  of	  this	  program	  and	  I	  am	  back	  today	  
to	  tell	  you,	  we	  did	  it!	  We	  successfully	  created	  a	  program	  that	  stopped	  the	  staggering	  decline	  of	  
dairy	  farms	  in	  our	  state.	  We	  lessened	  the	  drastic	  impacts	  that	  price	  volatility	  has	  on	  our	  dairy	  
farms.	  	  
	  
After	  reading	  the	  Economic	  and	  Sustainability	  Impacts	  prepared	  by	  the	  UConn	  Zwick	  Center	  for	  
Food	  and	  Resource	  Policy	  on	  PA	  09-‐229,	  I	  was	  most	  impressed	  by	  this	  fact:	  Between	  2010	  and	  
2012,	  the	  Act	  provided	  payments	  of	  $16.72	  million	  or	  an	  average	  of	  $5.57	  million	  per	  year.	  This	  
has	  translated	  into	  $21	  to	  $34	  million	  in	  statewide	  sales	  and	  75	  jobs	  created	  every	  year.	  	  
	  
The	  Dairy	  Sustainability	  Program	  provides	  a	  return	  on	  the	  state’s	  investment	  (shown	  in	  UConn	  
study),	  as	  well	  maintains	  open	  space,	  secures	  jobs	  in	  our	  rural	  economy,	  and	  sustains	  an	  
important	  fresh	  food	  source.	  I	  am	  here	  again	  today	  because	  we	  need	  to	  protect	  these	  funds	  
from	  the	  scheduled	  sweeps	  in	  the	  Governor’s	  budget.	  
	  
At	  the	  start	  of	  this	  year,	  I	  returned	  to	  my	  family’s	  farm	  full	  time.	  My	  parents	  gave	  me	  wings	  and	  
I	  took	  the	  opportunity	  to	  support	  agriculture	  by	  working	  for	  Congresswoman	  DeLauro	  in	  New	  
Haven,	  for	  UConn	  Extension	  in	  Tolland	  and	  served	  2	  years	  as	  a	  Peace	  Corps	  Volunteer	  in	  
Zambia,	  but	  I	  keep	  coming	  back	  to	  this	  same	  plot	  of	  land	  that	  saddles	  either	  side	  of	  Rt	  44	  in	  East	  
Canaan,	  home	  to	  nearly	  300	  cows,	  hundreds	  of	  acres	  of	  farmland,	  forest	  and	  my	  family.	  
	  
With	  the	  support	  of	  our	  community,	  I	  intend	  to	  continue	  my	  family’s	  legacy	  as	  a	  caretaker	  for	  
the	  land	  that	  my	  father	  and	  grandfather	  have	  farmed	  to	  provide	  for	  our	  family.	  We	  do	  not	  set	  
the	  price	  we	  receive	  for	  our	  milk	  and	  are	  vulnerable	  to	  not	  only	  national	  commodity	  prices	  but	  
also	  changes	  in	  the	  export	  market.	  Albeit,	  I	  am	  committed	  to	  continuing	  this	  labor	  with	  my	  
brother	  and	  sister	  for	  as	  long	  as	  being	  a	  dairy	  farmer	  in	  this	  state	  is	  viable.	  I	  promise	  that	  I	  will	  
be	  diligent	  in	  contributing	  quality,	  nutritious	  and	  fresh	  milk	  everyday	  from	  our	  farm	  for	  your	  
families	  and	  communities.	  I	  ask	  for	  your	  continued	  support	  and	  protection	  of	  the	  CIA	  funds.	  
	  
Thank	  you	  for	  your	  attention,	  
Amanda	  Freund	  


